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Abstract of JP 2000276484 (A) 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently retrieve 
and display a target image by retrieving images 
similar to the object image to be retrieved from a 
database having a directory structure. SOLUTION: A 
personal computer 10 and a film scanner 30 are 
connected to a server 20 with large storage capacity 
through a network N and the image database is 
structured on the server 20. To retrieve a specific 
image from the database, multiple images, e.g. 
images in the image database are statistically 
classified into the determined number of clusters 
and images representing the respective clusters are 
displayed on the screen on the personal computer 
10. The relative distances in feature quantity 
between an image selected out of them and other 
images are found to calculate similarities. The 
similarities are set larger and larger as the distances 
are shorter and shorter, and an image which is 
registered more recently is retrieved with higher 
priority. Thumbnail images are displayed in the 
decreasing order of the similarities. Consequently, 
the user can obtain a desirable image faster. 
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mm^mt. &%mtmmmmtfeb%'>xts 
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ak. *^3*LfcB«£fSSi-££&S¥&k£*U ff 

la^^aa. tfrisB«T-^<-xt-t^ti.-cv^v^ 
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Partial Translation of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-276484 



Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-276484 ([0096] to 
[0098] and Fig. 10) 

[0096] As a variation of the third embodiment, when a 
5 unique position (e.g., a corner) is specified within an 
image, instead of providing it recognition as the 
priority point, other information can also be provided. 
For example, when a corner is specified, the range of 
interest is set to the entire display and, when a 
10 certain range of the center is specified, the range of 
interest is set to half the display size, thereby 
search can be made more convenient. 

[0097] Further, as a fourth step, an examination is 
made of the characteristics of images surrounding the 

15 given coordinates and the results are displayed. 
Analysis is performed of surrounding point of interest 
and a search is conducted of the color and complexity 
of the area surrounding the specified position. By 
using this type of processing when image capture is 

20 performed of the same photographic subject using both 
wide-angle and telephoto lenses, even if it appears as 
if the photographic subjects are different, they can be 
recognized as the same and search can be performed more 
easily . 

25 [00 98] Figure 10 depicts an example of images resulting 
from a given search. In each image, positions where 
pixels of interest have already been selected are 
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denoted with a star mark. Even if a user additionally 
specifies the same position, a different position may 
also be specified. If it is the same position, it is 
clear that the position of interest in the image is the 
5 specified position; if it is a different position, a 
judgment can be made by viewing the entire image. 



Figure 10 
10 #1 Album Viewing and Search 
#2 Search Category 
#3 Yes 

#4 Search Aid Function 
#5 Key Image History Display 
15 #6 Start Image 

#7 Display Category 

#8 Display Representative Image of Lot 



-2- 



(tl6))00-2764 84 (P200 0-484 



[H10] 



S«»*fiV- (»*) .a 







wane g-BMMHbS )-® 

' 



[H14] 



[HI 2] 



© (Mi*- J- P I S I ® » JWy t m*?-?*-*! 

OE«7j"/A | | OURL I ~1 



G31D 



URL htj>i/MvwJ»aJ*t> 




URL lfflp://Vmw.asa4iWJ 
Kti>:«Wwir.e».lff 



[016] 



115] 



(a) 




(b) 







ce cs 



